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The digital dividend in 2008
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Summer 2008 proposals

• Cleared spectrum

– Auction on a service- and technology-neutral basis

• Interleaved spectrum

– Auction geographic lots suitable but not reserved for local TV

• First phase: individual lots where DSO before spring 2010 and existing local-TV 
stations (Cardiff, Carlisle and Manchester)—late 2008/early 2009

• Second phase: combined award of lots suitable for aggregation—2009, soon after 
the cleared award

• Final phase: more individual lots, where existing local-TV stations or convincing 
expressions of interest—early 2010 if DSO in 2011, early 2011 if DSO in 2012

– Remainder awarded to band manager with PMSE obligations
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Indicative coverage: 16 locations in Scotland
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Indicative coverage:
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Indicative coverage: locations in combined award

Estimated gross coverage: 1.2 million households

QPSK—green
64QAM—yellow  
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Developments

• Clearing the 800 MHz band

• Digital Britain

• Awards of geographic interleaved spectrum for Manchester and Cardiff

• Northern Ireland memorandum of understanding

• Local and regional media publications

• Final report of the Scottish Broadcasting Commission

• Scottish Government document on opportunities for broadcasting

• White-space devices
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The digital dividend now
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Availability

• 600 MHz band from the end of DSO in late 2012

• Geographic interleaved spectrum from regional DSO/retrofit

– Exact details unknown until late 2010 pending outcome of international negotiations 
to clear 800 MHz

– Optimised in Scotland by revising DSO plan for nine relays

• Need to protect existing DTT

• Interference into cable TV and broadband?

• Ownership restrictions and interoperability for new DTT services
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Potential uses

• 600 MHz band

– DTT (SD or HD)

• Two multiplexes, each with c. 90% UK-wide coverage

– Mobile broadband/communications (inc. emergency services)

– Mobile TV/PMSE/broadband wireless access

• Geographic interleaved spectrum

– DTT (perhaps in combination with 600 MHz band)

• First additional multiplex with 84% Scottish coverage from 15 transmission sites

• Second additional multiplex with 52% Scottish coverage (Edinburgh and Glasgow) 
from Black Hill and Craigkelly
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Next steps

• Consultation closes April 28

• Develop options for packaging and award design for consultation later in the year

• Two further developments

– Deferral of band-manager award until after the Olympics

– Implications of general election
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